I'm so grateful for my mother’s good taste in music,” is

how Valerie Joyce talks about her first step into what

would become her career and lifelong passion. It was her
mother’s training as a pianist and her collection of classical
music that first started Valerie Joyce on the path to
becoming a Jazz vocalist.

Valerie didn't always have the desire to become a Jazz
o musician. As a child she resisted the lessons and the
practicing, opting to play outside instead. “It took me
: g a long time to get interested in and appreciate Jazz.

It wasn't until college that it really clicked.”

Joyce’s voice

For'the past 13 years, she has been wowing audiences with
the dark and sultry sounds of her alto voice and piano work.
Her voice makes you long to be sitting at your favorite club
on a rainv;‘riight with a glass of wine in hand. Her voice
instantly takes you there. She is often compared to the great
jazz vocalists of both the past and present, but she stays

committed tofinding her 6wn sound.
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She recorded her first album “Reverie” in 2002. Her
success with that album led to her signing at Chesky Records
in 2004 and her 2005 album “New York Blue!” Signing with
Chesky Records helped Valerie refine her sound with her very
first record for them recorded live.

“| feel like this is a very special opportunity for me to be
able to record in this way. Everything sounds very natural.
There's no fixing or altering of any kind. Jazz music should be

spontaneous and real. It's very suitable for this kind of music””

The Look of Love
Her latest project, “The Look of Love”was released in October
2007 and features the music of legendary songwriter Burt

Bacharach-the producer David Chesky’s idea. “Chesky Records

is doing songbooks by different composers. Burt Bacharach
was one of the songwriters we wanted to focus on.

Valerie enjoyed diving into Bacharach’s songbook. “He's
written so many beautiful pop songs. They are very catchy
songs, but they aren’t in my repertoire. They're not standard
Jazz. | sat down with my pianist David Hazeltine, and made the
arrangements more suitable for my voice. These are songs that
people will recognize, but they sound different because of the

arrangement.”

The joy of music

Valerie isn’t just a producer of music. She is a consumer of it
as well. She easily rattles off different musicians and singers,
past and present, who's music she frequently enjoys. Whether
she’s at home or on the road, she always has her music with
her. “I love to just sit in my living room listening to various
recordings. Or taking my iPod on a walk. Having music with me
brings me so much joy.” Joy-exactly what her music brings to

so many others. @

For upcoming tour dates and to learn more about Valerie

Joyce's music, visit ValerieJoyce.com
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. Valerie Joyce: Fever

An audio track that I've been using lately is from a
compilation that | picked up from Chesky Records. These
recordings take place in St. Peter’s Church in Manhattan,
using custom-made vacuum-tube equipment with no audio
processing or overdubbing. What you get is spacious,
natural sound.

The track is from Valerie Joyce singing the classic
song “Fever.” Her voice is very dark and rich and there is a
beautiful saxophone that echoes throughout the
background. This will really show off a lush, huge
soundstage on a good system.

Paul Magee
Sales Manager, Beaverton OR
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Valerie Joyce's new CD
THE «:;\;Aﬁ‘; “The Look of Love” is
TR N
g = available on Chesky records.
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